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of the 4th,, it was found that the Turks had slipped away
from the position during the night, and were holding only
the line from the Liquorice Factory, on the west bank, west-
wards towards the south end of the Shumran bend, at which
—it was ascertained by the Cavalry Division—they still had
troops.
With the Turkish withdrawal from the Hai salient,
the third phase in the operations may be said to have come
to a successful close. Since the 13th December, General
Maude had cleared the right bank of the Tigris of the enemy
up to and including the line of the Hai. His casualties were
8,524:—small enough in proportion to his achievement—and
he had inflicted far heavier losses—estimated at over 10,000—
on the enemy,
Although east of the Hai the Turks had no foothold left
to them on the right bank of the Tigris, west of the Hai
they occupied a strong position in the Dahra bend. Their
defences there ran approximately due west from the Liquorice
Factory, at the mouth of the Hai, towards the southern end
of the Shumran bend, covering about two miles of front.
Between the right of these defences and the river,, the gap
was filled by entrenched posts, while other entrenchments
had been constructed at the south end and western arm of
the Shumran bend.
The Turkish defences were strong, and in view of the fact
that they formed the last stronghold from which the enemy
could cover Ms line of communication or counter-attack to
regain the line of the Hai (should he later on be in a position
to do so) it was to be expected that the resistance would be
particularly stubborn. Between Dahra and Shumran there
were about 6,5001 rifles and 14 guns, and already the Turkish
defence had given a good account of itself. General Maude
—always wishful to avoid heavy casualties—decided to
proceed cautiously in attacking the Dahra position.
On the 8th February, the 3rd Corps was occupying a general
line approximately running from just south of the Liquorice
Factory, parallel with the Tigris for half a mile; thence
slightly south of west for about a mile. 1st Corps (still
observing the enemy at Sannaiyat) was responsible for the
river front on the right bank as far as the Hai, where its
8th Brigade (attached to the 14th Division) was holding a
position at the mouth of the stream, and for protecting the
rear of the 3rd Corps west of the Hai. The southern flank

